POPE   TURNED   PROTESTANT!
When the Black Flag was hoisted to show that the men
had been hanged, a loud wailing was set up by the dead
men's relatives : but the sequel was interesting. Mr. Thomas
Bowling, the local secretary of the Land League, who had
signed the resolutions against Fitzmaurice, organised a cruel
boycott of Norah Fitzmaurice : when she went into Mass
for the first time after the trial he made the whole congre-
gation go out : she was protected in church by forty armed
policemen. Dowling was prosecuted for this under the
Crimes Act, and sentenced to six months' imprisonment.
His counsel defended his action as "an error in taste " !
But so persistent was the boycott that a relief fund was
raised on her behalf in England : later she married an
officer of the R.I.C., and it is to be hoped that she found
happiness after her troubles, although to be married to a
member of that gallant corps meant a life of constant
anxiety.
The circumstances of the case made a profound impression
on public opinion, and it was at this time that the Vatican
made its famous edict in condemnation of the Plan of
Campaign, which induced one witty Ulsterman to say to a
Catholic, " say, Paddy, .have ye heard the news ? The
Pope's turned Protestant."
So, for three long years, " Coercion Carson " went about
Ireland doing his difficult and dangerous duty against the
agitator, the moonlighter and the Fenian, and the Parlia-
"mentary Nationalist, in the face of the most turbulent oppo-
sition and daily threats to his life. The political leaders hated
him no less than the rest, with the exceptions of his friends
and colleagues Tim Healy and John Redmond : for these
two, although the latter was prosecuted by him successfully
at least once, always found him " the same friendly fellow **
even in the embarrassing duty of prosecuting them and their
friends. Carson met Redmond in counsel's robing-room in
an Assize Court at the time of the famous " split" in the
Nationalist Party as the result of Parnell's citation as co-
respondent in Captain O'Shea's divorce case, when the
Irish leader, deserted by half his party, was wearing out his
health by his invincible and arrogant spirit in a desperate